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Member  of  Parliament, 


Wherein  the  Power  of  the 


BRITISH  LEGISLATURE, 


And  the  Case  of  the 


COLONISTS, 


Are  briefly  and  impartially  confidered 
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In  Page  5,  for  anftocratical,  read  “  arijlo- 
cratical.” 

In  P.  8.  for  Submiflion  into,  read  Submif- 
iion  “  in  toto  •”  and  for  interrupted,  read 
“  uninterrupted, 

In  P.  13.  for  Warrento,  “read  Warranto 

In  P.  1 7.  for  refque,  read  “  refcue 

In  P.  1 9.  for  theoritical,  read  “theoretical'.' 

In  P.  20.  for  ipfo  Fa6to  acquired,  read  ipfo 
Fadto  “  obtained? 

In  P.  23.  for  Provifion  of,  read  Providon 
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FROM  A 


GENTLE  M  A  N 

In  London,  to  another  in  the  Country, 


D 


ear  Sir, 


— ^  y 


HE  Behaviour  of  the  North 
can  Colonifts  upon  the  Subject  of 
theStamp  Duty,  ft  ill  continues  ro  be  the 
general  Topick  of  political  Difcuffionj 
many  People  concurring  with  them  in 
their  Ideas  of  the  Oppreilion,  arid  the  wi- 
fer  many  (in  my  Opinion)  infilling  with 
the  Mother  Country  on  it’s  Right  of  pre- 
feribins  fuch  Laws,  and  raifing  fuch  Sup- 
plies  amongft  them,  as  the  Exigence  of- 
our  own,  or  their,  internal  Situation  may 
lugged.  For  my  Part,  1  really  think  the 
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Matter  in  Difpute  to  be  of  much  greater 
Confequence  to  this  Country,  than  many, 
whom  I  have  converted  with,  affeft  to 
confider  it:  A  few  B.egiments,  fay  they, 
well  appointed  and  properly  diftri'outed 
amongft  them,  will  foon  bring  them  to  a 
juft  Senfe  of  their  Duty,  and  the  Stamp 
Act  be  as  familiar  there,  as  the  Land  Tax 
is  here ;  but  I  take  it  to  be  a  Matter  of 
more  ferious  Attention,  and  to  be  recon¬ 
ciled  by  a  much  nicer  Conduct,  than  any 
of  thole  tumultuous  Affemblies  and  Mur- 
m firings  which  the  Cyder  Aft  has  occalion- 
ed  in  many  Counties,  may  require:  Per¬ 
haps,  at  the  fame  Time,  I  may  not  be 
very  much  miftaken  in  my  Conjecture  that 
this  little  Specimen  of  Difobedience  to- 
legislative  Authority  at  Home,  may  have 
encouraged  our  Brethren  to  an  Imita¬ 
tion  of  the  fame  lawlefs  and  undutiful  Car¬ 
nage  Abroad  ;  I  will  not,  however,  ar  pre¬ 
lent,  labour  the  Companion  which  would 
prove  the  above  Affercion,  as  it  would 
lead  me  into  the  Argument  of  a  Subjeft 
which  ought  only  to  be  revolved  in  a  Man's 
moft  fecret  Thoughts,  or  agitated  in  his 
MajeOy’s  moft  fecret  Councils;  fori  think 
that  this  Queftion,  “  Whether  an  Impati- 
“  ence  of  Parliamentary  Authority  by  the 
“  Inhabitants  of  this  Illand,  or  a  general 
“  Revolting  and  Difobedience  to  it  by  cur 

“  Colonills, 
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*  S°Io?ifts>  be  of  the  moft  dangerous 
tendency  would,  if  critically  confi- 
dered,  furnifh  our  Enemies  with  too  cir- 
cumftantial  a  Knowledge  of  our  dome- 
iuc.c  and  mod  interefting  Derangements. 

I  huve  read  all  the  Remonftrances  and 
Rpfolutions  of  the  feveral  Colonies,  with 
1  le  Letters  that  have  appeared  in  Support 
Oj,  and  alfo  moft  of  thofe  Publications  that 
have  been  defigned  as  Anfwers  to  them 
xhe  Weakncfs  and  Impropriety  of  this 
i  ax  feem  now  to  be  confeffed  on  allHands 
but  the  Legality  or  Illegality  of  the  Mea- 
mre,  neither  clearly  aflerted  by  the  one 
nor  irrefragably  refuted  by  the  other  ;  You 
therefore,  my  dear  Sir,  flatter  Me  too  much 
m  definng  my  Thoughts  in  a  Matter  that 
would  go  Credit  to  the  moft  able  Pens  of 
Government ;  but  to  fhew  my  Readinels 
in  comp.ymg  with  your  Requeft,  and  ac 
t.ie  fame  Time  my  Defire  of  Information, 
ano  l0  nave  my  own  Doubts  in  this  Bu¬ 
ll  nets  cleared  up,  I  fhall  proceed  tolaybe- 
.ore  you  my  Sentiments,  fuch  as  they  are 
with  Refpeft  to  the  Jurifdidion  of  the’ 

i  arhament  of  Great  Britain  over  the  Co- 
lonies. 

In  this  Queftion  I  conceive,  that  neither 

the  1  o!lcy  or  Objed  of  an  Ad  of  Parlia¬ 
ment,  are  to  be  confldered  as  the  Means  for 
determining  the  Legality  of  the  Duty  it 
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enjoins,  or  the  Tax  it  imputes:  I  could 
who,  therefore,  to  have  had  all  frith  Con- 
iiderations  thrown  out  of  the  (PudAion, 
and  that  thole,  who  have  ieveraliy  attempt¬ 
ed  legally  to  arraign  and  ruftify  tins  Pro¬ 
ceeding  of  the  late  Miniftrv,  had  duck 
ciolely  and  honeftly  to  this  Point ; W nether 
4<  the  Parliament  of  Great  Britain  hath,  or 
i£  hath  not,  an  inherent  Right  or  includ- 
<c  ing  in  one  general  Act',  (let  the  Purport 
of  that  Act  be  what  it  will)  All  his 
<f  Majefty’s  Subjects,  as  well  thofe  inhabit** 
tc  inn*  the  mod  didant  Dominions  of  this 

o 


Realm,  as  thofe  redding  in  it,  and  more 
immediately  the  Objedis  of  it’s  Statutes 
*c  in  general:  Every  IVlan  in  me  lead  con- 
verfant  in  the  Nature  of  our  Conftitution 
’will,  i  believe,  readily  admit  and  fub- 
fc.ribe  to  this  fuprenie  and  diicreuonary 
Right  ;  a  Right  which  never  hath  or  can 
he  impeached,  but  when  it  is  unconftitu- 
tionally  exerted,  and  tends  maniledly  to  the 
Subversion  and  Annihilation  of  our  Liber¬ 
ties,  as  eftablifiicd  upon  Principles  of  na¬ 


tural  Juftice  and  Sdckty.  1  would  yet 
inform  thefe  Ufurpers,  tliefe'  Alpirers^  to 
a  Co -jurifdidtibn  with  that  Body  which  is 
able,  at  any  Time,  to  cruih  their  Ex¬ 
igence,  as  a  Public!:,  that  the  Statutes  of 


Great  Britain  may,  by  fpecral  Words*  bind 

^ven  the  People  cf  Ireland  to  an  Obedi- 
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jence  of  them  ;  notwuhflanding  as  to  its 
private  internal  Policy,  it  is  a  diftinft  King¬ 
dom  of  itfelf,  and  hath  Parliaments  of  its 
own  ;  whofe  Regulations  and  Ordinances, 
however,  like  thofe  of  the  Colonies,  grow 
up  into  Laws  but  at  the  Difcretion  of  the 
King  and  his  Council. 

It  is  of  the  Nature  and  EiTence  of  alt 
human  Governments, that  afupremeand  ah- 
folate  Jurildi&ion  fhould  be  lodged  fome 
where  :  in  fome  Countries,  a  defpotic  and 
hereditary  Power  is  veiled  in  the  Perfon  of  one 
Man;  in' others,  it  is  delegated  to  a  parti¬ 
cular  Rank;  and  in  others  again,  to  an  in¬ 
ferior  elective  Number  of  Men;  but  the 
Wifdom  of  our  Anceftors,  maturely  weigh¬ 
ing  the  srcnuine  Merits  and  Demerits  of 
monarchical,  anftocradcal,  and  democrati- 
cal  Syftems,  and  gleaning  from  each  it's  fa- 
lubrious,  and  rejecting  it’s  noxious  Quali¬ 
ties,  hath,  from  this  variegated  Sample, 
modelled  us  into  the  mod  admirable  Mix¬ 
ture  of  them  all,  and  intruded  the  whole 
national  Power  and  Authority  with  a  Par- 
•  Lament:  To  this  mod;  puidant  Court  ap¬ 
pertain  the  Privilege  and  Orlice  of  pro¬ 
viding  for  the  Public  Weal,  by  abrogating 
inch  old  Laws  or  Culloms,  or  creating  and 
enforcing  fuch  new  ones,  as  the  Mutabi¬ 
lity  of  ail  fubl unary  Affairs  may  render  ex- 
.  pedient ;  and  it  is  to  die  fpirited  and  mod 
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meritorious  Exercife  of  this  Plenitude  of 
rawer,  (in  electing  and  fecuring  to  the 
Succeffion  of  this  Crown,  the  Family  of 
the  mo  ft  amiable  Sovereign  who  now  fways 
it  s  Sceptre)  that  we  are  indebted  for  the 
Enjoyment  of  the  invaluable  Comforts  and 
Bleffings  of  civil  and  religious  Freedom. 

it  is^  to  be  obferved,  not  without  Sur- 
Pr'i^<‘ »  that  toe  Colonifts  have  never  before 
absolutely  entered  their  Pro t eft  againft  this 
Jurifdidion  exercifed  over  them  by  the  Par- 
iiament  of  Great  Britain  ;  inafmuch  as  num- 
berlefs  Acts  of  Parliament,  enaded  for  the 
very  purpole,  have  carried  with  them  a 
otetling  Authority  into  the  Plantations,  as 
often  as  the  Wifdom  of  the  Legiflature 
hath  jutiged  fo  remote  an  Exertion  of  its 
Power  effential  to  the  publtck  Intereft  : — 
But  it  feems  the  Time  is  now  come,  where¬ 
in  Parents,  in  Diminution  of  thole  Rights 
naturally  veiled  in  them,  are  no  longer  al¬ 
lowed  to  a  Hume  the  Government  of,  and 
projed  Schemes  of  Happinefs  for,  their 
Children  ;  but  are  to  give  in  to  all  their  iic- 
tle  Appetites  and  Defires,  at  the  Rifque  of 
their  mutual  Welfare  and  Profperity :  We 
have  feen  the  Ad  of  the  5th  of  George 
the  Hid.  rebelled  againft  as  tyrannical  and 
en Having,  whereas  thofc  of  his  Royal  Pre- 
deceffors  (introduced  ainongfl  them  by  the 
lame  Authority)  have  never  been  confide;- 
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ed  as  Attempts  upon  the  Rights  and  Pri¬ 
vileges  of  theje  free  born  Englijhmen ,  but 
W  received  that  uniform,  unqueftioned 
Obedience  due  to  them,  and  been  attended 
wun  ail  thole  public  Benefits,  which  the 
paternal  Affedtion  of  the  Britifh  Parliament 
meant,  indifcriminatdy,  to  diffufe  to  all  his" 
Majefty’s  Subjects. 

But  here,  lay  the  Gentlemen,  our  For¬ 
tunes  are  wantonly  fported  with  by  an 
AiTernbly  in  which  we  are  not  reprefented 
and  consequently,  by  the  Conftitution  of 
which  we  are  Members,  ought  not  to  be 
bound  by  its  Decrees.— From  this  may  be 
difcerned  the  Principles  upon  which  this 
ti  eafonabie  Oppolition  to  Government  is 
now  juftified  by  the  Colonifts,  as  a  patriol 
tick  Jealoufy  and  Refentment  of  a  Sub¬ 
jugation  to  foreign  and  ufurped  Power,  and 
a  laudable  Afertton  of  the  Rights  and  Pri¬ 
vileges  of  Englijhmen ;  That  is,  fo  lon£r 
as  the  Parliament  of  Great  Britain  will 
huay  and  frame  Ads  for  the  Emolument  of. 
their  particular  Provinces,  they  will  never 
complain  of  their  Charters  being  attacked 
or  the  Privileges  of  their  Affemblies  invad- 
eu  5  but  the  Moment  it  fends  amongft  them 
a  Law  calculated  for  the  Benefit  and  In- 
•  s‘llnincatiori  of  the  Mother- Country,  they 
inftantly  take  the  Alarm,  feel  for  their  Li¬ 
berties,  and  join  in  one  common  Adt  of  Re¬ 
bellion 
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bdlion  aga'infi  the  Jurifdidion  acquiefced- 
under  by  them  in  the  firll  Inftauce,  but 
which  they  arrogate  to  themfdves  a  Righc 
of  difputing  and  difallowing  in  the  fecond. 

According  to  my  Notions  of  theEnglrfh 
Conftitution  in  particular,  and  indeed  of  ail 
human  Governments  in  general,  there  can 
be  no  qualified  partial  Allegiance  or  Obe¬ 
dience  to  the  Laws;  they  exact  from  all 
an  implicit  Submiffion  into ,  and  with  a  fo- 
vereign  Superintendency  watch  over  the 
Actions  of  every  Individual;  To  fay  then 
that  the  Colonifts  have  a  right  of  judging 
for  themfdves  what  Laws  they  (hall  obey,- 
and  which  they  may  proteft  againft,  is,  in 
Effed,  to  inveft  them  with  a  Right  incom¬ 
patible  with- the  Offices  of  Subjects,  and  ut¬ 
terly  fubverfive  of  the  rend  or  all  human 
Inftitutions.  And  yet,  extraordinary  as  it 
may  appear,  their  Conduft  in  the  Bufinefs 
in  Quell  ion,  fo  jar  as  it  maintains  the  Ille¬ 
gality  of  the  late  A3,  doth  mod  certainly 
befpeak  them  polldled  ot  the  two  hc.e-  o- 
geneous  Munitions  of  Lawgiver  ann  ouo- 
icd,  and  is  to  be  accounted  for  in  no  other 
Manner, 

From  the  general  Principles  of  Govern¬ 
ment,  as  well  as  from  a  long  Pradice  and 
interrupted  Courfc  of  Proceedings  amongL 
ourfdves,  may  thisjurifdidion  of  the  par¬ 
liament  be  clearly  afcercained  ;  the  con d ant 

Ini  me  mo-- 
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Immemorial  Ufage  of  all  Nations  fandlifles 
and  approves  it’s  Title  to  it;  and  if  the 
Colonifts  ever  really  thought  themfelves  in¬ 
dependent  of  this  great  Council  of  the  Na¬ 
tion,  how  comes  it  that  they  have  fo  long 
lubmitted  to  the  Prefcription  of  thofe  many 
Adis  of  Parliament,  whofe  Influence  hath, 
for  fuch  a  Length  of  Time,  been  extend¬ 
ed  over  them?  And  yet  the  Foundation  of 
their  Plea  of  Non-fubmiffion  to  the  late 
Adi,  would  have  obtained  and  been  juft 
as  good  an  one,  for  the  fame  Reafons, 
againft  all  thofe  former  ones.  It  is  to  the 
higheft  Degree,  therefore,  abfurd  to  confi- 
der  this  Queftion  in  the  Light  they  have 
put  it;  it  being  to  be  determined, in  my  hum¬ 
ble  Opinion,  upon  a  Confiderationof  the  Re¬ 
lation  between  the  Britifh  Parliament  and 
the  Colon  ills,  as  between  It  ami  the  Sub¬ 
jects  of  Great  Britain  at  large,  as  I  cannot 
find  by  what  Law  they  have  been  emanci¬ 
pated  from  this  State  of  Subordination,  in 
common  with  the  Reft  of  their  Fellow- Sub- 
jedls. 

The  Liberties  of  the  Colonifts,  I  appre¬ 
hend,  can  receive  no  Diminution  irom  be¬ 
ing  thus  held  in  the  fame  Point  of  View 
and  Degree  of  Eftimation,  with  thole  of 
the  Mother-Country:  on  the  contrary,  1 
don’t  know  but  I  may  be  told  J  have  been 
too  liberal  in  the  Conceliion,  winch  1  have 
: "  "  ‘  -  C  thus 
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thus  made  them  ;  and  indeed,  ftridly  (peak¬ 
ing,  it  may  perhaps  upon  Enquiryappearun- 
w  arrantable  ;  for,  was  itwithin  the  Compafs 
of  my  prefent  Deiign  toenter  into  a  progref- 
hve  Recapitulation  of  the  different  Modes, 
by  which  the  feveral  Colonies  have  become 
Parcel  of,  and  annexed  to  the  Dominions  of 
this  Crown,  whether  by  Difcovery,  Con- 
queft  or  Treaties;  I  fear  the  Law  of  Na¬ 
tions  would  point  io  ftrongly  to  the  prevail¬ 
ing  Dillindtion,  between  the  Nature  of 
Municipal  Laws,  and  thofe  of  a  newly  ac¬ 
quired  Appendage  to  any  Empire,  as  mult 
exclude  them  from  the  advantageous  and 
honourable  F ellowfhip  I  have  affigned  them : 

I  chufe,  however,  for  the  Purpofe  of  com¬ 
ing  more  fpeedily  and  diredtly  to  the  Point 
in  Illue,  to  wave  this  Piece  of  Hiftory,  and 
that  their  own  Arguments  may  be  received 
in  the  fulleft  Scope  and  Latitude  they  can 
poflibly  bear,  am  willing  to  admit  their 
Pretenfions  to  be  co-equal  with  thofe  of  the 
People  of  England  in  general. 

It  is  one  of  the  fundamental  Maxims  of 
our  Conftitution,  and  that  of  every  civilized 
State,  that  “  Nenw  Patriam  exttere  pot  eft”  • 
by  which  I  would  not  be  thought  to  under¬ 
flan  d  a  perfbnat  Emigration  or  IV ithdraeshing 
from  the  Country ;  but  that  no  Subject  can 
ever;  fhake  off  or  relenfe  himfelf  from  thac  . 
indiffoluble  Bond  of  Relation  and  natural 
,  Allegiance 
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Allegiance  he  bears  to  the  Laws  of  his 
Country,  let  him  be  at  ever  fo  great  Dif- 
tance  from  its  Seat  of  Government ;  fo  far 
from  it,  his  Country  hath  a  Right  to  expe<Tt 
that  he  always  entertains  thofe  Sentiments  of 
Attachment  and  Duty  as  a  Subject,  which 
Jk'e ,  as  his  natural  Sovereign,  hath  an  un- 
quefiionable  Right  to  call  forth  into  Ac¬ 
tion  in  any  Shape,  and  whenever  the  Necef- 
la ties  of  her  Situation  may  demand  it  j  and 
which  he  cannot  refufe,  without  expofing 
himfelf  to  the  higheft  Cenfures,  and  a  For¬ 
feiture  of  that  Protedtion  under  her  Gover- 
nrent  which  is  the  Re'turivfor  Fidelity  and 
Obedience  to  it. — The  Colonifts,  by  their 
Actions,  feem  to  be  imprefledwith  no  fuch 
Ideas  at  the  Bottom,  notwithftanding  their 
confident  Appeals  to  the  Englifh  Conditu- 
tion  ;  which  rather  feem  fo  many  Inl'uks  up¬ 
on,  than  modeft  well-founded  References  to 
its  Principles,  for  the  ReSitude  or  Illegality 
of  their  Proceedings :  It  will  ever  cherifh 
and  redrefs  them  as  Members  of  ir,  while 
they  conduct  themfelves  as  fuch,  but  it  will 
be  too  tenacious  of  its  own  Authority  and 
the  Refpeft  due  to  it,  not  to  diftinguifh  be¬ 
twixt  an  arrogant  Competition  forPower  and 
Independency,  and  a  fpecious  Stiggeflion  of 
Grievances  and  Oppreffion. 

»  The  Subjects  of  Great  Britan  redding  in 
our  Colonies,  are  not  content  with  the 
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Fruition,  as  Individuals,  of  every  Immu¬ 
nity  and  Privilege  of  native  Engiifhmen, 
but  they  would  attempt  to  prove  tkem- 
felves  entitled  to  more:  As  a  Body,  or  ag¬ 
gregate  Community  of  People,  they  cer¬ 
tainly  are  poffefted  of  none ,  that  can  re¬ 
trench  or  check  the  Powers  and  Pre-emi¬ 
nence  of  the  Parliament :  They  derive  and 
enjoy  the  Bleffings  of  the  former,  in  com¬ 
mon  with  us  ali,  from  the  Englilh  Conftitu- 
tion  founded  upon  Principles  of  common 
Law  and  natural  Juftice ;  but  they  owe 
their  Origin  and  Exiftence  in  the 
latter  Capacity,  not  to  any  inherent  na¬ 
tive  Privilege  as  E Itgl'jhmeny  but  to  the 
fpontaneous  royal  Indulgence  of  the  Crown  ; 
a  Power,  which  can  never  confer  on  others 

that  which  it  hath  sot  in  itfelf- - viz.  a 

feparate  jurifdittion  from,  and  Indepen¬ 
dence  of,  the  three  Eftates  of  this  King¬ 
dom — Confidering  them  in  their  publick 
corporate  Capacities,  the  feveral  Colonies 
and  Provinces  upon  the  Continent,  can 
have  no  legal  or  confHtutional  Exiftence 
which  may  entitle  them  to  greater  Privi¬ 
leges  than  all  the  Corporations  in  this 
Kingdom  enjoy  by  their  refpedlive  Charters 
of  Incorporation  :  A  Licence  and  Authority, 
flowing  from  rhe  royal  Prerogative  of  the 
Crowm,  to  frame  fuch  Laws  and  Regula¬ 
tions,  for  the  Management  of  their  own  do- 

meftick 
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medick  Concerns,  as  may  heft  anfvvcr  the 
Ends  of  their  Iqftitution,  can  never  work  fo 
as  to  eredt  them  into  that  State  of  Indepen¬ 
dency  as  will  judify  them  placing  their  In - 
dulgencm  in  Competition  \uhhPrk:ileges,ov, 
in  other  Words,  letting  up  their  Bye-Laws 
in-Oppofition  to  Acts  of  Parliament ;  For, 
without  Doubt,  the  Ads  of  Adembly  in  all 
our  Colonies,  operate  only  with  the  In- 
flence  of,  and  are  damped  (I  hope  they  will 
pardon  the  Phrafe)  with  no  greater  Dignity 
than  the  mere  Regulations  of  fo  many  infe¬ 
rior  licenced  Corporations, 

Upon  this  comparative  View  of  the 
corporate  Character  of  the  Colonies, 
with  that  of  the  feveral  Corporations 
in  this  Kingdom,  it  is  manifeft  they  were 
originally  condruded  by  the  fame  Archived, 
upon  dtnilar  Foundations,  and  are  all  equal¬ 
ly  circumfcribed  in  their  Powers.  Who 
then  can,  with  the  lead  Degree  of  Propriety, 
compliment  them  with  an  Independence  of 
the  Parliament  of  G  eat  Britain,  when  the 
whole  Frame  of  their  Body  politick  maybe 
brought  to  a  Didolution,  not  only  by  that 
auguJIA jfembly ,  whenever  it  dr  all  judge  pro¬ 
per,  but  at  any  Time  be  deprived  of  their 
beaded  Privileges  and  Immunities,  by  the 
ordinary  and  inferior  Operations  of  a  Scire 
facias ,  or  a  fuo  Warrcnto :  Whether,  as  a 
Publick,  they  have  not  lately  rendered 
themfelves  judly  obnoxious  to  this  iad  Me¬ 
thod 
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thod  of  Proceeding  againft  them,  or  in  their 
private  individual  Capacities,  to  a  much 
more  fevere  one,  I  will  at  prefenc,-  in  Com 
paflion,  forbear  to  demonftrate. 

It  therefore,  as  it  occurs  to  me,  is  inrpof- 
fible  to  put  any  other  Conftrudlion  upon 
the  Charters  of  the  Colonies,  without  do¬ 
ing  the  greateft  Violence  to  common  Senle, 
and.  perverting  the  found  Policy  of  their 
oiiginal  Inftitution  :  It  would  like  wife  be 
vyoncing  fuch  a  Change  in  all  the  Corpora¬ 
tions  of  England,  as  muft  of  Confequence 
tend  to  a  total  Annihilation  of  Govern¬ 
ment  ;  it  would  in  Effedt  be  introducing 
among  ft  us  that  tc  divijum  lmperium the 
fetting  up  fo  many  petty  Republicks  in  the 
Heart  of  this  Kingdom,  as  muft  inevitably 
bring  on  the  Deftrudtion  of  the  imperial 
Sovereignty  of  our  Conftitution  and  it’s 
Laws. 

The  high  Court  of  Parliament  all  Eng- 
lifhmen  are  taught  to  look  up  to,  with  that 
implicit  Acknowledgment  and  Veneration 
of  it’s  Omnipotence  and  Juftice,  inculcated 
by  the  Principles  of  the  Revolution ; — that 
glorious  Period  and  Criterion  of  human 
Liberty!  'lo  this  great  Aikmbly  do  all 
inferior,  minifterial  Juriididtions bow  down; 
by  it  they  may  be  annulled,  qualified  or 
comptrolled ;  and  under  it’s  Sanction  and 
from,  it’s  Concurrence  alone,  are'  they  per¬ 
mitted 


mitted  to  have  any  Exigence  at  all :  From 
this  Point  of  our  Conftitution,  doth  the 
Parliament  derive  that  moft  uncontrovertible 
Right  of  comprehending  in  it’s  Statutes, 
all  Orders  and  fubordinate  Societies  of 
Men,  without  any  Necefiity  of  previoufly 
refcinding  or  repealing  their  Charters  of 
Affociation  :  It  is  pofleffed  of  the  Power 
of  doing  either,  and  the  Nomufe  of  the 
one,  can  never  invalidate  the  Exercife  of 
the  other. 

But,  fay  the  Colonifis,  “that  not  being  re- 
piefented  in  the  Britifh  Parliament  that 
Affcmbly  hath  no  Power  to  tax  us,  and 
for  this  we  rely  upon  magna  Charta 

As  the  Authority  of  the  Britifh  Parlia¬ 
ment  is  now,  for  the  firft  Time,  called  in 
Queftion,  becaufe  it  hath  prefumed  to  create 
a  Tax  amongft  them,  the  Article  of  mag¬ 
na  Charta, which  is  to  bear  them  out  in  their 
Appeal  to  it,  I  take  for  granted  mu  ft  be 
th  at  which  provides,  “  That  no  Man  fhall 
“  be  difTeifTed  of  his  Freehold,  &c.  nifi  per 
“  Judicium  Parium  vel  per  Legem  'Terra 
I  fhall  be  glad  to  be  informed  whether,  if 
the  Law  of  Parliament  be  confidered  and 
allowed  as  Lex  Terra ,  (as  it  moft  certainly 
is)  an  A£l  of  Parliament  be  not  at  leaft  of 
equal  Signification  and  Authority?  I  can 
find  nothing  in  magna  Charta  that  will  bear 
a  contrary  Interpretation  to  this  Inference. 

tv:,n.rn  That 
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That  great  Charter,  or  rather  peremptory 
Affertion  and  Confirmation  of  the  primi¬ 
tive  natural  Rights  and  Liberties  of  the 
People  of  England,  was  introductory  of  no 
new  Laws,  but  in  Oppoiition  to  the  then 
dangerous  and  increafing  Advances  of  the 
Prerogative  and  kingly  Power,  only  decla¬ 
ratory  of  the  ancient  pure  and  peerlefs  Au¬ 
thority  of  the  common  Law; - the  Pa¬ 

rent  and  Guarantee  of  all  Statute-Law  : — 
But  with  fuch  Blindnefs  of  Enthufiafm  do 
the  Colonifts  worth  ip  their  feeble  Charters, 
thefe  Divinities  of  their  own  forming,  that 
by  them  they  not  only  look  upon  themfelves 
fecured  in  the  common  Rights  of  the  Mo¬ 
ther-Country,  but  promoted  to  fuch  tran- 
fcendently  fuperior  ones,  as  will  eclipfe  and 
difparage  their  Luftre  and  Excellence  ;  in 
Fadt,  that  became  they  have  been  induced, 
for  their  own  perfonal  Emolument,  volun¬ 
tarily  to  tranfport  and  afiociate  themfelves 
under  the  King’s  Letters  Patent,  they  not 
only  have  carried  with  them  all  the  Rights 
and  Immunities  of  their  native  Country, 
but  are  become  releafed  from  the  common 
Obligation  of  Obedience  to  the  Laws : 
Such,  however,  is  the  peculiarly  happy 
Nature  of  the  Englifh  Conftitution,  that 
as  the  King  by  no  Adi  of  his,  can  abridge 
his  Subjects  of  any  of  it’s  Benefits,  fo  can¬ 
not  he  ever  elevate  them  into  a  Condition  to 

dif- 


difnenfe  with,  or  mutilate  the  Authority  of 
it’s  Supremacy. 

The  Wifdom  of  that  Reign  fo  confpi- 
cuousin  the  Annals  of  our  Hilloiy  for,  and 
the  Bafts  of  whofe  Renown  was  founded 
upon,  it’s  accurate  Knowledge  and  Preser¬ 
vation  of  the  Rights  of  human  Liberty., 
feems  prophetically  to  have  anticipatedtheNc- 
cefiity  of  recognizing  thePower  now  difputed 
by  the  North  Americans:  It  was  with  a 
View  to  refqUe  the  Britifli  Legiflature  front 
all  Objection  to  it’s  jurifdiftion*  and  to  re- 
prefs  a  Frowardnefs  which  hath  fmee  broke 
out  alntoft  into  adtual  Rebellion,  that  the 


A <St  of  the  7  and  8  W  3.  C.  22.  hath  fo  ex- 
prefly  declared  and  refer y.ed  the  Power  of 
the  Parliament  over  ali  the  Colonics  $  for, 
by  that  Statute,  it  is  emitted,  “  That  ail 
“  Laws,  Bye-Laws,  Ufages  and  Cuftoms 
<c  which  fit  all  be  in  Brattice  in  any  of  the 
“  Plantations,  repugnant  to  any  Pa  w  made 
ci  or  to  be  made  in  this  Kingdom  relative  to 
the  [aid  Plantations^  lull  be  void  and  or 
c(  none  Efteft:”  This  Chile  alon 
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ft  rafted  from  ali  other  Confiderations,  ought 
furely  to  -  be  a  futile  is  lit  Refutation  oi  tu<i 
very  Angular  Claim  of  the  Cqlonifts:  — But 
to  follow  them  in  their  own  Reafonings. 

The  Exemption  from  Obedience  t6  the 
Britifli  Parliament  infilled  on  by  the  Colo- 
nifts,  refts  (if  I  uiiderltand  them,  upon  this 
d  L >  Angle 
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finglc  Reafon,  “  that  they  are  not  reprefented 
“  in  it  j”  as  I  have  faid  before,  I  wonder 
that  th's  Plea  hath  fo  long  lain  dormant  a- 
mongft  them,  as  it  might  have  been  urged, 
wide  as  much  Propriety,  againft  all  thofe 
Ads  of  'Parliament  which  have  been  fo  long 
in  Force  in  the  Colonies.  Bat  it  really  is 
of  lo  novel  a  Caft,  that  I  am  at  a  Lofs  to 
guefsfrom  what  pradical  Principles  or  Sy- 
ftem  of  Government  they  have  borrowed 
it ;  fure  I  am  tho’  that  the  Englifh  Conftitu- 
tion  could  never  have  fuggefled  it  to  them. 
It  mult  be  confefled  that  Ads  of  Parliament 
are  binding  and  conclufive  upon  the  Sub- 
jeds  of  this  Ifland,  becaufe,  by  the  Prefump- 
tion  of  Law,  they  are  all  fuppofed,  by  their 
Reprejentatives ,  to  have  had  a  Share  in  the 
framing  of  them ;  but  this  is  only  one  of 
thofe  Fidions,  thofe  nicer  Principia  of  the 
Laws  of  Society,  which  it  is  utterly  imprac¬ 
ticable  to  fee  literally  and  minutely  adher’d 
to  in  the  Mechanifm  and  Adminiftration  of 
great  and  populous  Governments ;  fo  far  as 
they  are  capable  of  being  carried  into  Exe¬ 
cution,  thofe  Syftems  will  fooneft  be  adopt¬ 
ed,  and  bid  faireft  for  Duration,  that  are 
eftablifhed  upon  the  mod  equitable  Arrange¬ 
ments  of  the  common  Rights  and  Relations 
of  Mankind  :  Upon  the  Wildom  and  Equi¬ 
ty  of  this  Maxim  is  the  Foundation  of 
our  Conflitution  laid,  and  it  was  to  obviate 

and 
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and  a  (Tift  the  above  Ilypotbejis  of  Law,  that 
the  Legiflature  hath  fo  perlpicuoufly  pre¬ 
fer  ibed  the  only  feasible  Means  of  attend¬ 
ing  to  it,  by  regulating  the  Rights  of  repre- 
fenting,  and  being  reprelented,  in  this  great 
Council  of  the  Nation  :  And  yet,  ideal  and 
theoritical  as  this  particular  Pojluiatum  (if  I 
may  call  it  one)  certainly  is  in  ttjiif.  Inch  is 
it’s  Recommendation,  that  the  only  poffi- 
ble  Method  of  reducing  it  into  Pradice, 
depends  entirely  upon  the  honefl  Emulati¬ 
on  and  Induftry  of  the  People ;  and  confe- 
quently,  that  as  the  Attainment  of  thole 
Qualifications  which  are  to  beget  in  them  a 
Right  of  Admiflion  into  this  Share  of  the 
Legiflature,  muft  be  the  Fruit  of  their  own 
Endeavours,  fo  is  the  Subjed  hereby  ration¬ 
ally  foreclofed  of  all  Objedion  to  any  Aft 
of  Parliament  that  may,  at  firfl  Sight,  feem 
liable  to  it  upon  this  Account. 

The  Dodrine  of  the  Colonifls  not  only 
didates  to,  but  ftrikes  at  the  very  Root  and 
Elfence  of  the  Constitution  ;  and  indeed 
the  Example  might  be  of  the  mod  calami¬ 
tous  Confequence  to  the  Scate,  if  English¬ 
men  were,  at  this  i  ime  of  Day,  to  be  in— 
ftruded  in  their  Privileges  or  Duty-  And 
by  whom  are  our  Underltandings  to  be  now 
illuminated,  and  this  new,  unheard  of  Code 
of  Rights  explained  r — By  a  fet  of  Indivi¬ 
duals  who,  before  they  withdrew  themfelves 
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iiHo  the  Colonies,  having  no  Right  of  re- 
p  refen  ting  in,  nor,  (molt  probably)  of 
cleding  others  to,  the  Britilh  Parliament; 
would  now  delude  us  into  the  Belief  of 
their  having,  ipfo  faSlo,  acquired,  in  a 
newly  acquired  Territory,/^/,  which  they 
had  not  arrived  at  the  Poffeffion  of,  when 
in  their  own :  If,  by  their  Charters,  they 
are  empowered  to  eled  Members  to  the 
JBritifh  Parliament from  amongji  Lhem/elves , 
iuch  provincial  Reprefentatives  may  join, 
and  will  be  admitted  into,  this  great  Coun¬ 
cil  3  but  if  their  Charters  are  filent  in  this 
Eefped,  they  then  certainly  {land  upon 
their  original  Footing,  and  their  Right  of 
Reprejentation  is  reduced  to  the  fame  Me¬ 
rits,  and  is  to  be  adjudged  by  the  fame 
knownfettled  Rules  and  Qualifications  which 
(JlabliJh  that  of  the  whole  Body  of  the  King¬ 
dom. 

To  fuppofe,  therefore,  but  for  a  Mo¬ 
ment,  that  this  Claim  of  the  Colonills  is 
impregnated  with  the  leafl  Particle  of 
Reafon  or  Juftice,  mufl  necefiarily  involve 
the  wade  LegiOature  of  this  Country  in 
the  Guilt  of  the  mod  grofs  Injuftice  and 
Oppreiiion:  To  admit  their  Exceptions  to 
the  Legality  of  the  late  Stamp  Ad,  wou’d, 
in  Efred,  be  releasing  Millions  of  Subjects 
from  their  Allegiance  to  the  Laws,  and,  at 
one  Blow,  dcmolifiung  every  Ad  of  Parlia¬ 
ment 
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ment  that  was  ever  hitherto  made:  “They  ■ 
can  have  no  Pretence  to  this  Exemption, 
that  will  not  hold  good  and  be  transferred 
to  above  feven-eights  of  the  Subjeds  of  this 
Illand  ;  for  certainly  thofe  who  are  neither 
Freeholder's  in  Counties,  nor  Burgeffes  in 
Pontons  Corporate  (the  unreprefented  Part  op' 
the  Nation ,  in  the  Senfe  of  the  Colonijls ), 
will  be  intitled  to  the  Benefit  of  the  fame 
Plea,  whenever  they  fhall  be  difpofed  to 
difpute  an  Ad  of  Parliament. 

Thefe,  Sir,  are  my  Thoughts  upon  the 
Queftion,  how  far  in  Point  of  Lame,  the 
Colonifts  are  bound  to  an  Obedience  of 
every  Ad  of  the  Parliament  of  Great  Bri¬ 
tain,  'wherein  they  are  exprefly  named  ;  I  have 
fubmitted  my  I\otions  of  it’s  Omnipotence, 
as  being,  upon  the  principles  of  the  Re¬ 
volution,  the  only  natural,  conflitutional 
Seat  of  compieat  jurifdidion  in  the  King¬ 
dom  ;  I  have  confidered  the  Extent  and 
Difiufivenefs  of  it’s  Authority  over  all  our 
Dominions,  upon  the  Pradice  of  our  own, 
and  from  that  Chain  of  Connexion  and  De- 
pendance,  which  has  ever  fubfifled  between 
the  Mother-Countries  and  Colonies  of  an¬ 
cient  and  modern  Times;  and  I  have,  for 
Argument’s  Sake,  examined  into  the  Plau- 
fibility  of  their  Idea  of  Non-reprefenta- 
tion :  From  all  which,  I  think,  may  be 
very  fairly  deduced,  that  the  Britifh  Legi- 

llature 
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flature  hath  done  nothing;  but  what  it 
had  full  and  conflitiitional  Power  to  do ; 
and  that  the  Colonifts,  by  having  denied 
and  refilled  this  Power,  have  been  unfor¬ 
tunately  hurried  into  a  Conduit,  tin&ured 
with  an  Offence,  bordering  too  nearly  up¬ 
on  the  worft  Species  of  Treafon  ; — a  Trea¬ 
son  againft  the  State. 

How  far  indeed  it  may  be  a  Step  of  Po¬ 
licy  to  lay  a  ‘Tax  upon  the  Colonies,  appears 
to  me  to  require  a  Difcretion  of  a  much 
deeper  Reach,  than  the  ordinary  Bufinefs 
of  Adminiftration  in  raifing  Supplies  a- 
jnongft  ourfelves :  With  Vs,  the  national 
Ability  to  pay,  and  the  general  Bent  of 
Men’s  Difpofitions  towards  a  new  Tax, 
are  commonly  well  underftood  before  it 
receives  the  Sanction  of  a  Law ;  the  Le- 
giflature  having  ample  Opportunity  of  in¬ 
forming  themfelves  of  the  Pra&icability  of 
the  former,  and  of  reconciling  the  Minds 
of  the  diffatisfied,  to  the  craving  Necefii- 
ties  of  the  State;  but  I  fear  the  prefent 
Caufe  of  Difquietude  hath  proceeded  from 
an  unpardonable  Ignorance,  and  too  great 
a  Contempt  and  Difregard  of  both. 

The  Word  T ax,  even  to  our  Ears  that 
have  been  accuftomed  to  the  Sound,  hath 
now  loft  much  of  it’s  Harmony,  and  ought 
but  very  fparingly  to  invade  thofe  delicate 

Organs;  and  altho’  the  Americans,  from 
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the  Protection  afforded  them  in  the  laft 
War,  have  contributed  to  the  Neceffity  of 
their  liftening  to  it’s  unmufical  Din  as  well 
as  ourfelves  yet,  to  foften,  and  familiarize 
to  them  it’s  Harfhnefs,  it  will  behove  Ad- 
miniftration  to  proceed  with  the  utmoft 
CircumfpeCtion  and  Addrefs,  left  by  the 
falfe  Policy  of  a  temporary  Relief  only,  we 
hazard  the  Accomplilhment  of  our  Views. 

i  * 

and  the  Reimburfement  of  our  whole  Trou¬ 
ble  and  Expences  incurred  upon  their  Ac¬ 
count. 

How  uninformed,  precipitate  and  ill- 
judged,  therefore,  muff  have  been  thole 
Councils  that  advifed  a  Meafure,  which, 
in  it's  Execution,  hath  proved  fo  grievoudy 
burthenfcme,  and  expofed  the  Honour  of 
the  Britifh  Legiflature?  In  this ,  however, 
the  late  Minijlry  have  but  made  a  fatal  Ad¬ 
dition  to  the  Blunders  of  their  inglorious 
Predeceffors  the  Peacemakers . — Who  but  a 
Set  of  Men  utterly  unacquainted  with,  or 
Enemies  to,  the  real  and  incrinfic  Interefts 
of  this  Nation,  would  have  given  up  folid, 
immediate  and  permament  Advantages,  for 
the  fpeculative,  exhaufting  and  precarious 
Acquifition  of  fo  extenfive  a  continental 
Territory,  the  ordinary  Provilion  of  whole 
Government  muff  be  fo  incumbring,  and 
•  the  Cultivation  of  which  every  Day  more 
and  more  endanger  our  Poffeflion  and  Do¬ 
minion 
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minion  over  it  ?  Whereas,  if  the  Ratre  for 
an  Encreafe  of  Colony  was,  at  all  Adven¬ 
tures,  to  be  fed  why  was  not  the  Attenti¬ 
on  of  thefe  our  notable  Negotiators  diredled 
to  the  already  fettled,  and  more  abundant¬ 
ly  profitable,  Klands  in  the  French  and  Sna¬ 
il  ilh  Weft  Indies ;  where  Property  and  Loy¬ 
alty  muft  have  gone  Hand  in  Hand  toge¬ 
ther,  and  the  private  Riches  and  Profperity 
of  Individuals  promoted  and  fecured,  only 
by  their  Reliance  upon,  and  the  Protection 
of,  Great  Britain. — But  this  is  a  Digreffion. 

Sanguine  as  I  am  in  the  Caufe  of  the  Eng- 
lifh  Conftitution  and,  of  Courfe,  zealous 
for  the  Honour  and  Power  of  the  Parlia¬ 
ment,  I  fhould  be  very  forry  to  lay  under 
the  Imputation  of  Acrimony  or  Malevo¬ 
lence  towards  my  Fellow  Subjects  of  Ame¬ 
rica,  or  to  be  fufpedled  of  harbouring  any 
Sentiments  derogatory  to  the  common 
Rights  and  Freedom  of  Mankind  in  gene¬ 
ral  ;  the  Importance  of  the  Queftion,  which 
as  I  have  difeufled  by  the  beft  Light  of  my 
Underftanding,  fo  did  I  wifii  to  treat  it 
with  Temper  and  Candour ;  and  altho’  the 
legal  Consideration  of  it  hath  unavoidably 
led  me  to  pafs  a  very  heavy  Cenfure  upon 
the  Colonifts  ;  yet,  as  a  Friend  to  Impar¬ 
tiality  and  the  Intereft  of  my  Country,  I 
cannot  quit  this  Subjedt  without  animad¬ 
verting,  Hill  further,  upon  thofe  Meafures 
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of  the  late  Mini  fir y,  which,  in  my  Opinion, 
have  folely  given  Birth  to  this  complicated 
Tumult  of  publick  Difcontent  and  Difobe- 
dience :  The  latter  of  thefe  Evils  is  moft 
commonly,  the  Confequence  of,  and  engen¬ 
dered  by,  the  former;  are  not  They  therefore 
to  the  laft  Degree  culpable,  who,  by  a  wan¬ 
ton,  ill  digefted  and  inconfiftent  Proceed¬ 
ing,  adminifter  even  the  Poffibility  of  an 
Exigence  to  either  ? 

Allowing  the  Colonifts  to  have  been  moft 
juftly  reprehenfible,  yet  Juftice  and  a  politi¬ 
cal  Regard  to  fo  numerous  a  Sett  of  Sub¬ 
jects,  fhould,  and  I  dare  fay  will,  difpofe 
the  prefent  Adminiftration  to  a  patient  and 
favourable  Difquifition  of  their  Remon- 
ftrances ;  and  notwithftanding,  in  a  natio¬ 
nal  Confideration,  no  perfonal  Hardfhips 
can  ever  operate  as  a  ff  unification  of  an  Op- 
pofition  to  the  legal  ACts  of  Government, 
yet  I  am  inclined  to  think,  that,  upon  a 
candid,  difpaffionate  Review  of  the  feveral 
Regulations  and  ReftriCtions,laid  upon  them 
by  the  late  Minijlry,  we  may  trace  the  Source 
of  this  (almoft  univerfal)  Defection,  and 
be  conftrained  into  an  Acknowledgement 
of  the  Reafonablenefs  of  what  they  alledge, 
in  Extenuation  of  the  Pleat  and  Outrage, 
into  which  they  have  been  perfecuted. 

The  little  Knowledge  in  the  Englifh 
Hiftory  that  I  am  fu  in  idled  with,  doth  not 
prefent  fo  flagrant  an  Inftance  of  Incapacity 
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(to  fay  no  worfe  of  it)  as  the  late  Conduit 
of  thofe  Minifters ,  that  hath  thus  improvi- 
dently  flatted  aQueftion,  which  theWifdom 
of  Government  ought,  moft  cautioufly,  to 
have  prevented  being  ever  the  Subject  of  pub- 
lick  Difcuffion  :  An  injudicious  unfeafcnable 
Exercife  of  Authority,  will,  but  at  belt, 
extort  a  forced  and  temporary  Obedience 
to  it,  but  when  the  Requiffiion  of  a  Ser¬ 
vice,  comes  accompanied  by  an  Ademption 
of  the  very  Inftruments,  by  which  alone 
that  Service  is  to  be  performed  ;what  Symp¬ 
toms  of  Indignation  will  not,  immediately, 
break  out  upon  the  Abfurdity  (not  to  fay 
latent  Mifchief)  of  the  Thought?  That 
Plan  of  Policy  which  aims  at  the  Attain¬ 
ment  of  an  End,  at  the  fame  lime  that  it 
profcribes  the  Means,  will  be  under  the 
Neceffity  of  recurring  to  more  than  human 
Demonftration,  to  convince  the  World  it 
hath  any  Thing, at  leaft  any  Good,  ferioufly 
in  View:  Nay,  it  is  fuch  & Contradiction  in 
Nature,  that  it  can  only  either  be  produc¬ 
tive  of  Abortion,  or  the  moft  monftrous, 
preternatural  Superfastation. 

The  Neceffity  of  fame  Tax  upon  the  Co¬ 
lonies  may,  I  readily  grant,  appear  from 
the  alarming  Situation  to  which  the  publick 
Finances  of  this  Kingdom  have  been  re¬ 
duced;  but  the  very  oppreffive  and  repug¬ 
nant  Manner  in  which  this  hath  been  pro¬ 
posed  to  be  levied,  ffiews  how  fatally  the 
1  Juftice 
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Juftice  of  Parliament  may  be  impofed  upon, 
by  a  furreptitious  Acquifition  of  it’s  Sanc¬ 
tion  to  the  Views  of  an  ignorant,  or  infidi— 
ous  Miniftry :  Can  it  be  fuppofed  that  a 
Bill  of  this  Nature  would  ever  have  paffed 
into  a  Law,  if  the  Legiflature  had  not  been 
kept  from  a  Knowledge  of  thofe  fecret  Ma¬ 
chinations,  which  were  to  counteract  and 
defeat  the  Purpofes  of  it  ?  No;  the  Parlia¬ 
ment  could  never  have  join’d  in  the  Mocke¬ 
ry  of  fuch  a  TranfaCtion,  had  they  fur- 
•  mifed  the  Miniftry  already  had,  and  at  that 
Time  were,  induftrioufly  devifing  every 
pofiible  Method,  for  the  Prohibition  and 
Extermination  of  a  Commerce  fo  highly  be¬ 
neficial  to  this  Country,  and  from  whence  a - 
lone  could  be  derived  to  the  Colonifts  the 
Means  of  affording  us  that  Supply  demand- 
-  ed  of  them  :  It  is  too  injurious  to  the  Hon¬ 
our  of  this  illuftrious  Body,  to  conceive 
that  they  could  ever  have  united  in  fo  igno¬ 
minious  a  Confpiracy,  or  that  they  would 
have  countenanced  the  ExaCtion  of  a  Pay¬ 
ment  in  Money ,  when  the  moft  effectual 
minifterial  Stratagems  had  been  purfued, 
how  to  incapacitate  the  Colonijls  from  getting 
any. 

But,  as  it  were,  the  more  efficacioufly 
to  bring  his  Majefty’s  Government  into 
Difrepute  with  thefe  People,  and  to  infure 
that  Alienation  from  it,  which  feems  to 
have  been  the  only  hellifh  Purpofe  of  thefe 
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treacherous  Servants  of  the  Publick  ;  a  Ju- 
jrifdiftion  is  veiled  in  the  Admiralty  Courts 
to  proceed,  in  a  fummary  Way,  in  all 
Matters  relative  to  the  Collection  of  this 
Revenue ;  whereby  the  Properties  of  the 
Colonifts,  inftead  of  being  prote&ed  by  the 
conflitutional  Right  of  a  Trial  by  a  jury, 
are  thus  left  to  the  capricious  Mercy  of  an 
arbitrary  Determination. 

From  all  thefe  Circumftances  of  Re¬ 
pugnancy  and  Perfecution,  I  wou’d  alk 
any  unprejudiced  Perfon,  what  was  reafona- 
bly  to  be  expected  but  that  univerfal  Cla¬ 
mour  and  Confufion,  which  thty  have  been 
actually  productive  of?  The  Event  hath 
(hewn,  that  the  Wifdom  and  Authority  of 
Parliament,  inftead  of  having  been  applied 
to  the  Furtherance  of  the  falutary  Purpofes 
of  Government,  hath  been  wickedly  be¬ 
guiled  into  the  Completion  of  a  Scheme, 
formed,  not  only  to  bring  their  own  Equity 
and  Humanity  into  Contempt,  but  preg¬ 
nant  alfo  with  the  moft  deftrudtive  Con- 
fequences  to  the  Peace  and  Intereft  of  thefe 

Kingdoms.  . . 

Awaken’d  to  a  juft  Conception  of  this 

truly  momentous  and  national  Concern, 

and  animated  by  the  moft  lively  and  difin- 

terefted  Attention  to  the  real  Welfare  and 

Happiuefs  of  thefe  Realms,  the  prcJintAdnu- 

ni  Hr  at  ion  will ,  1  am  perfuaded,  apply  them- 

felves  diligently  to- the  Inveftigation  and  Re¬ 
moval 
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moval  of  thefe  our  inteftine  Troubles  and 
Perplexities;  and  however  arduous  and 
difcouraging  their  Predeceffors  in  Office 
may  have  contrived  to  render  this  Duty, 
yet  they  will  enter  upon  this  great  Work’ 
allured  of  th$  hearty  Concurrence  and  Co¬ 
operation  of  all  good  Men.  The  Alarm 
is  now  become  general,  and  the  moll;  ge- 
nerous  Emulation  will  dilcover  itlelf,  a— 
mongft  all  Ranks,  who  lhall  exprefs  ’the 
greateft  Abhorrence  and  Detection  of 
Schemes,  teeming  with  nothing  lefs  than 
the  Propogation  of  civil  Difcord,  and  the 
hnal  Rum  of  our  happy  Eftabliffiment. 

Eet  them  but  revoke  thofe  Commiffions. 
which  have  degraded  the  Britilh  Navy  in- 
^  Cutters  and  Pirates  upon  our 

°mmerce  >  leave  but  the  Colonifts  to 
the  Enjoyment  and  Profecution  of  a  Trade, 
not  only  lucrative  to  themfelves,  bur,  iil 
which  the  whole  Traffick  of. this  Kingdom 

w  0i?  yandeire,,tially  interwoven  ;  and 
We  lha  1 1 then,  let  us  hope,  experience  that 

chearful  Affiftance  from  theColonifts,  which 
their  Behaviour,  upon  former  Occafions, 
hath  tellffied  their  Readinefs  to  contribute 
whenever  it  hath  been  requefted  of  them,  in 
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By  an  Adoption  offuch  expedient  and 
emollient  Meafures,  will  they  rellore  Una¬ 
nimity  to  a  divided  People,  and  vindicate 
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the  Moderation  and  Honour  of  his  Ma- 
jefty’s  Government;  from  hence  likewife 
will  they  procure  to  themfelves  the  heart¬ 
felt  Satisfa&ion  of  an  unfeigned,  national 
Fraife  for  having  delivered  thefe  Kingdoms 
from  the  infernal  Defigns  of  Paricides :  Nor 
will  the  glorious  Work  of  Reformation  and 
Redrefs  reft  with  them  alone  ;  the  Parlia¬ 
ment,  juftly  indignant  at  the  Perfidy  with 
which  their  Confidence  hath  been  abufed, 
will  refent  the  Practices  that  have  been 
thus  artfully  played  off  upon  them  ; 
and  by  totally  declaiming  thofe  violent 
and  pernicious  Councils,  which  their  Au¬ 
thority  hath  been  betrayed  into  the  Pro- 
te&ion  of,  will  proclaim  to  the  World  this 
moil  excellent  Truth,  that  the  Power  of 
the  Rritifti  Senate  is  to  be  equalled  only 
by  it’s  Wifdom  and  Juftice,  and  an  in- 
ceffant  Labour  for  the  Eafe  and  Profperity 
of  all  his  Majefty’s  Subjefts. 


J  am,  dear  Sir ,  yours,  &c.  &c. 
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